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Comment No. 1   Issue Code: 16
In accordance with Section 91 of the Atomic Energy Act, DOE carries
out its mission (i.e., atomic weapons activities) consistent with the
consent of and direction from the President and Congress.  This
consent and direction are contained in the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile
Memorandum, which is updated annually.  The issue of whether DOE
should produce nuclear weapons is beyond the scope of the Y-12
SWEIS.

The Y-12 SWEIS assesses the potential environmental impacts
associated with the continued operation of the Y-12 National Security
Complex, and the proposed construction and operation of new facilities
for the HEU Storage Mission and Special Materials Mission at Y-12.
The dismantlement of nuclear weapons is an ongoing activity at Y-12
(see Section 2.2.1 of the SWEIS).  This activity would not change
under any of the alternatives analyzed in the Y-12 SWEIS.
International inspection is also a current activity at Y-12 consistent
with national security interests.  

DOE has made every effort to ensure that the preparation of the Y-12
SWEIS has involved the public an interested stakeholders.  DOE has
encouraged public participation in the process beginning with the
initial scoping meetings and continuing with the incorporation of
public comments in the Final Y-12 SWEIS.  DOE has also consulted
with a  number of other Federal and state agencies during preparation
of the Y-12 SWEIS. 
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